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Dear Members,

With this issue of UIP’s Management Report 
# 60, you have not only the record of UIP’s 
activities in 2009 but also the proof of UIP’s 
activity on behalf of its members over six 
decades, which confirms that our association 
is one of the oldest and best-established inter-
national associations in the railway sector. 

Having investigated the UIP archives, we in-
clude on the last pages of this annual report 
the first UIP documents from 1950, which 
will tell you about the foundation and the first 
topics of our association.

Today, UIP is very present in all important 
aspects of the railway sector, representing 
the needs of its members, and is an appreci-
ated partner for the European Commission, 
the European Railway Agency as well as for 
all other sector organizations. UIP’s active 
participation in the discussions after the ter-
rible accident at Viareggio even strengthened 
its excellent reputation in Europe.

Regarding 2009, there were two dominant 
topics: the accident on 29th June at Viareggio, 
Northern Italy, and the economic crisis. This 
finally affected our customers’ business with a 
two-digit drop in rail freight all over Europe. 
Owing to the solid business models of the 
majority of the keepers, a smaller, but never-

I.  Preamble by the President

theless significant 
reduction in busi-
ness has been felt 
by our members. 

In this context, it is 
even more praise-
worthy that many 
members contribute 
a lot to the work of 
our associations by 

providing funds, even in addition to the regular 
membership fees, as is the case for the RSRD 
project and also personnel resources and their 
best experts to work in the conferences, task 
forces and working groups set up by the European 
Commission and the European Railway Agency. 

UIP participated actively and played a key role 
in the safety conference on 16th December 
2009 at Viareggio, where the whole sector 
met with representatives of the victims of 
the accident.

In the ERA Maintenance Task Force and the 
Joint Sector Support Group (JSSG), the safety 
and maintenance scheme for wagons was 
scrutinized. As a result, it was clear to every-
body that the railways were and still are one 
of the safest transport modes. Safety cannot 
be bargained in competition but at the same 
time, the sector must not be confronted with 
additional, non-harmonized safety require-
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ments in the national states. This would harm 
the competitiveness of rail with regard to 
other modes of transport.

It was therefore concluded that some ad-
ditional, harmonized maintenance rules for 
visual inspections of axles should be imple-
mented, which of course means additional 
work during wagon maintenance, but which 
seems appropriate and acceptable in the light 
of both the accident and competitiveness.

Besides these two main topics, a lot of UIP 
“daily business” went on as described in the 
following pages. In addition, UIP moved into 
new offices at Av. Herrmann Debroux 15A, 
close to the former location, which now 
provide a modern and professional working 
environment for the UIP team in Brussels, 
also offering a comfortable meeting facility 
for 20 persons. 

At the end of 2009, Wolf Gehrmann retired 
as Secretary General and we all thank him for 
his services during the last years. 

Our new Secretary General, Holger Segerer, 
who was presented at our General Assembly 
in 2009 in Budapest, took up his duties in 
January 2010.

Based on UIP’s activities in 2009, I am con-
vinced that our association is now set up to 
provide the best support for its members in a 
hopefully recovering economic environment. 
Therefore we should all look forward with 
optimism and positive business expectations 
in the coming years.

Yours

Bruno Dambrine

President of the UIP
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UIP activities in 2009 covered various topics, 
important for the railway sector in general as 
well as for the business of the keepers. 
These activities were much more intensive 
and time-consuming than in the past, but at 
the same time, UIP representatives could posi-
tion its members’ interests especially vis-à-vis 
the other bigger actors in the sector, namely 
the railway undertakings, the manufacturers 
and safety authorities covering the following 
subjects:

• Maintenance Task Force and the related 
Joint Sector Support Group (JSSG) with 
working results by end 2009.

• Entity in Charge of Maintenance (ECM) in-
cluding the draft of the documents referred 
to as Papers A and B.

• TSI Noise, which was revised in several 
meetings between May and December 
2009, with a scheduled putting in force in 
summer 2010.

• TSIs for freight wagons (WAG) and Tele-
matics Application for Freight (TAF), where 
the revision of the wagons TSI was put into 
force on 1st July 2009. The TAF TSI came 

into force already in 2005 and in 2009 
specific discussions on how to implement 
it have started.

• UIP technical committees, which as mirror 
groups prepared the technical UIP position 
to be delivered to the sector for all the 
activities described above.

• Enlarging the UIP project RSRD (Rolling 
Stock Reference Database) to create the 
RSRD², which was decided during the Di-
rectors’ Committee meeting in Budapest 
in September 2009 and which now includes 
necessary additional features like mileage 
calculation loaded / unloaded, access rights 
and others. An operational prototype is 
scheduled for end 2010.

• General Contract of Use (GCU) where 
the new trustee took over the adminis-
tration of the GCU bureau and many new 
signatories joined. Appendix 8 of the GCU 
now also expressly mentions the right of 
UIP to always designate one of the two 
co-chairmen of the GCU Joint Committee 
(the other being designated by either UIC 
or ERFA), as has already been in practice 
since 2006.

II.  Report on UIP activities
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UIP Technical Committee

2009 was marked by the setting up of two 
important working groups, under the respon-
sibility of ERA: 

• certification of “Entity in Charge of Main-
tenance” (ECM) and 

• “Task Force Maintenance Wagon”, following 
the accident in Viareggio. 

These two items are subjects to separate 
chapters below.

The UIP Technical Committee met three 
times. Twice for a two-days-session, in Ham-
burg and Budapest, gathering Infrastructure 
experts (under the presidency of Joachim 
Wirtgen) and Superstructure experts (un-
der the presidency of Rainer Kogelheide). 
An extraordinary one-day working session 
took place in December in order to develop 
the most important issues linked to current 
affairs.

Other topics developed by the “Infrastruc-
ture” Committee were:

• Amendment of Wagon (WAG) TSI: 
on 1st July 2009, the Commission published 
the decision 2009/38 introducing the 

“Cross-authorization”, that means a single 
authorization delivered by a member state 
and valid all over Europe.

 The revision of WAG TSI has been contin-
ued as well in order to simplify the putting 
in service of wagons, to close open points 
and to take into account new regulations, 
like for ECM.

 However, UIP will continue to make big 
effort to solve major points for UIP which 
are management of spare parts and inter-
operable components, maintenance and 
upgrading / renewal of wagons.

 The WAG TSI will now be divided in two 
parts. The first one specifies minimum 
levels in order to satisfy Interoperability 
and Safety requirements. The application 
of this part will be mandatory. The second 
part will be an application guide, which will 
allow a presumption of conformity. This 
part will be completed in 2010.

 The final draft of the TSI is scheduled for 
December 2010.

• Noise TSI revision: two issues are 
developed: 
- use of referential tracks and 
- development of specific procedures for 

conformity assessment in case of small 
batches.
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• Register of authorized types of 
vehicle (ERATV): the goal is to simplify 
the putting in service of those vehicles 
whose type was already assessed against 
TSI requirements in the past. The criteria 
will be listed in collaboration with WAG 
TSI working party.

The main topics developed by the “Super-
structure” Committee in 2009 were:

• RID evolutions have been discussed in 
order to clarify, i.e., 
- special provision “TT8” for ammoniac 

tank wagons and 
- the harmonization of UN codes.

• The BLEVE Working Group was 
continued and technical and economic 
evaluation is still under development.

• Guidelines for determination of 
the cleanliness degree were published 
and are now available in three languages 
(EN, GE and FR) on the UIP website. 

• UIP experts discussed also the implementa-
tion of derailment detector devices (DDD) 
on RID wagons. With the support of ERA, 
the implementation has been postponed 
until 2013, with a list of conditions.

Entity in Charge of Mainte-
nance – ECM

ECM is an entity responsible for the mainte-
nance of wagons, according to Safety Direc-
tive 2004/49 (amendment 2008/110).

The European Railway Agency (ERA) has set 
up a working group in April 2009. Two bilat-
eral meetings (UIP / ERA) in 2009 enabled the 
UIP to express directly our comments to the 
Agency. Two plenary meetings took place, in 
order to present and discuss with the Sector 
comments collected during different bilateral 
meetings, and two internal UIP meetings were 
held in order to prepare the UIP position.

• Paper A:
 The first task was to define the architecture 

of the maintenance system, that means the 
relation between each railway actors (RU, 
IM, keeper, loader, customer, …) and the 
main functions which have to be fulfilled in 
the frame of the maintenance. The outcome 
of this first work is called “Paper A”.

• Paper B:
 The second part was to define content and 

requirements of the certification scheme, 
i.e. the processes to be put in place in order 
to ensure a safe maintenance system. The 
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work for development of “Paper B”, which 
is of course the most important one in the 
certification scheme, was continued in the 
first quarter of 2010.

Task Force Maintenance – 
TF

Following the Viareggio accident in June 2009 
and the Safety Conference organized in Sep-
tember by the Commission, ERA set up a Task 
force (ERA, NSAs and Sector Associations) 
which had to propose short term measures 
in a first step and propose for harmonization 
of the rules in a second step.

The sector associations CER, ERFA, UIP and 
UNIFE decided to set up a mirror group, called 
Joint Sector Support Group (JSSG). Between 
October and December 2009, nine meetings 
have been organized in order to prepare the 
Sector proposal for short term measures, deal-
ing with corrosion and axle load management 
of type A axles. UIP Technical Committee met 
on 10th December in order to develop the UIP 
position. This position was then presented 
during the Task Force Maintenance meeting, 
held in Viareggio on 17th December.

The conclusion of this first step, at the end 
of 2009, was an agreement with NSAs to 

implement the EVIC (European Visual In-
spection Catalogue) which consists in check-
ing wheelsets in workshops under certain 
conditions and recording the results. This 
implementation is for the moment a voluntary 
action pending GCU amendment taking into 
consideration EVIC checks.

In parallel a sampling will be performed in 
order to analyse the relevance of EVIC and 
to study the benefits of such a measure which 
may be restrictive for keepers. Sampling 
consists in comparing 12 000 axles which 
are regarded as unsafe in EVIC checks with 
12 000 axles which are safe according to EVIC 
application. This sampling is performed by 
VTG, GATX, ERMEWA and SOGETANK 
on behalf of UIP.

Second important point of discussion, which 
will continue in 2010, is to set up a list of 
wheelset data to be recorded by each keeper. 
The list, including the schedule, is discussed 
on the basis of the EBA requirement (general 
order).

In 2010 the sector will be in charge of imple-
menting these measures and will continue 
with the second part of the TF terms of ref-
erence fixed by the Commission (minimum 
maintenance criteria, definition of need for 
research).



9

GCU Joint Committee

In 2009 UIP continued to support the devel-
opment of the General Contract of Use for 
Wagons (GCU) through its delegation in the 
GCU Joint Committee. The Joint Committee 
consists of 12 members nominated by the three 
founding associations of the GCU (five for UIP, 
five for UIC and two for ERFA). The committee 
has two Co-Chairmen, Stefan Loh meyer (VTG) 
for UIP and Eric Peetermans (SNCB) for UIC. 
UIP experts also participated in the two working 
groups reporting to the GCU Joint Committee, 
the Permanent Expert Group (PEG) and the 
GCU Review Group.

During the past year the GCU Joint Commit-
tee met three times to receive the reports 
of the GCU Bureau, the PEG and the GCU 
Review Group and to discuss GCU amend-
ment proposals and the potential impact of 
ongoing European legislation processes on 
wagon issues, such as the implementation of 
the mandatory certification of the Entities in 
Charge of Maintenance of wagons (ECM).

In the course of 2009 the first amendments 
following the introduction of the GCU in July 
2006 took effect: 

• 16th June 2009: amended versions of the 
“technical” GCU Appendices 9, 10 and 11 
which had already been agreed in 2008, 

• 13th October 2009: another set of amend-
ment proposals simplifying the rules of 
procedure of GCU Appendix 8 and clarify-
ing the definition and the responsibilities of 
the wagon keeper in line with the amended 
EU Safety and Interoperability directives 
was unanimously accepted by the GCU 
signatories. 

UIP together with UIC and ERFA supported 
the new GCU Trustee Pierre Tonon, who had 
taken office in January 2009, in the reorganiza-
tion of the GCU Bureau and the administrative 
processes. The associations pre-financed the 
development of a wagon number database 
linking the wagon numbers to the respective 
GCU signatories which is to be introduced 
into the GCU in 2010.

In November 2009 a first meeting took place 
between UIP, UIC and ERFA representatives 
of the GCU Joint Committee and representa-
tives of the Safety Unit of the European Rail 
Agency (ERA) to discuss the impact of the 
upcoming certification of the ECM on the 
GCU, such meetings to be continued in the 
future on a regular basis.
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Annual general meeting

The annual general meeting took place on 
18th September in Budapest (Hungary). Dur-
ing this meeting, the following points were 
discussed:

The minutes of the general meeting of 12• th 
September 2008 in Bruges were unani-
mously approved.

The auditors submitted the 2008 report. • 
The general meeting thanked the auditors 
for the work effected.

The general meeting approved the ac-• 
counts and balance sheet for 2008.

The general meeting gave release to the Di-• 
rectors’ Committee for its management.

The 59• th management report – covering the 
2008 financial year – was approved.

The general meeting reappointed Messrs • 
Xavier Ducluzeau (Ermewa) and Vincent 
Bourgois (TRW) as auditors for the 2009 
financial year.

The general meeting approved the budget • 
for 2010.

Determination of the subscription for 2010: • 
a 5% increase was approved. The basic fee 
was increased from 2 000 to 2 100 Euros 
and the fee per wagon from 3.25 to 3.40 
Euros.

Directors’ Committee

In 2009 the Directors’ Committee met on 
20th March in Zurich and 18th September in 
Budapest.

Management Committee

The Management Committee met four times 
in 2009. The meetings were held on 19th March 
in Zurich, on 31st July in Hamburg, on 17th 

September in Budapest and on 10th December 
in Hamburg. 

Committees

In 2009, the UIP technical committees met on 
3rd and 4th March, 2nd July and 11th December 
in Hamburg and on 16th and 17th September 
in Budapest.

Working Groups

The other UIP study and working groups met 
according to requirements.
In addition, UIP experts participated in several 
international working groups.

For the Directors’ Committee:

The President: The Secretary General: 
Bruno Dambrine Holger Segerer

III.  The internal life of UIP 
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Appendix 1

  2008  2009

  €  €

Receipts

1. Membership fees 509 650 562 553

2. Other receipts – –

3. Interest received 5 646 3 393

4. Extraordinary income – –

 Total 515 296 565 946

Expenditure

 Brussels’ Secretariat  498 733 585 950

 Total 498 733 585 950

Result for the financial year 16 563 - 20 004

Results
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  2008 2009

  € €
Assets

 Available assets

1. Bank 245 053.52 154 497.48

2. Cash 272.46 346.66

3. Interest, claims – –

4. Financial assets 185.32 17 765.74

5. Various 18 011.49 104 866.84

 Total 263 522.79 277 476.72

Liabilities

1. Capital 112 567.98  112 567.98

2. Result brought forward 70 665.21 50 661.32

3. Debts 80 289.60 114 247.42

 Total 263 522.79 277 476.72

Result for the financial year 16 563.24 - 20 003.89

31.12.2009

Wolf D. gehrmann
Secretary General

Appendix 1Balance sheet
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Appendix II

To the General Meeting of the International Union of Private Wagons

Acting as auditors and as auditors of the UIP, appointed by the General 
Meeting on 18th September 2009 in Budapest, we have examined the ac-
counts of the International Union of Private Wagons for the 2009 financial 
year, and report as follows:

Report

Based on supporting documents, we have checked all the receipts and ex-
penditure which are regularly entered electronically into the accounts and 
we have, as far as possible, submitted them to a material verification. 

The 2009 financial year closes with a loss of 20 004 €.

Detail of the receipts and expenditure: 

We have noted that the accounts are accurately kept. We propose that 
you approve the accounts for the 2009 financial year and give release to 
the management.

  Expenditure Receipts
  € €

Membership fees   562 553
Interest   3 393
Other receipts   –
 Brussels’ General Secretariat 585 950
Loss as at 31.12.2009   20 004

  585 950 585 950

Brussels, in March 2010   The auditors:
     signed  Vincent bourgoiS   signed  Xavier Ducluzeau

Auditors’ report
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Appendix III

  Telephone/Telefax/E-Mail N° of wagons

Austria (+43) 1 - 865 66 85  
Verband der Privatgüterwagen-Interessenten VPI (+43) 1 - 865 66 8591 6 341
Kunigundbergstraße 40, A - 2380 Perchtoldsdorf info@gatx.at

Belgium (+32) 3 286 84 30 
BeWag – Belgian Wagon Association (+32) 3 218 78 35 2 621
80, rue des deux gares, B - 1070 Bruxelles chantal.museur@vtg.com

Bulgaria  
BPW – Balkan Private Wagons Association (+359) 2 - 963 13 30 500
c/o EASTRA Ltd., 105, Arsenalski Bulvd. (+359) 2 - 665 558 
BG - 1421 Sofia bpw@bpw-bg.org

Czech Republic (+420) 2 - 24 25 49 77 
SPV – Sdružení držitelů a provozovatelů železničních (+420) 2 - 24 25 49 78 7 353
vozů, Novodvorska 1698, CZ - 142 01 Praha 4 spv@telecom.cz

France 
AFWP – Association Française des Wagons de (+33) 1 - 49 07 25 20 44 920
Particuliers, « Le Stratège » (+33) 1 - 49 07 25 21 
172, rue de la République, F - 92817 Puteaux Cedex Webmaster@afwp.asso.fr 

Germany (+49) 40 - 450 50 86 
Vereinigung der Privatgüterwagen-Interessenten VPI (+49) 40 - 450 50 90 55 622
Schauenburger Straße 52, D - 20095 Hamburg mail@vpihamburg.de

Hungary (+36) 1 - 368 9614/111
MVME – Magyar Vasúti Magánkosci Egyesület  (+36) 1 - 250 6897 1 133
H - 1037 Budapest, Zay u. 3 mvme@pultrans.hu

Italy (+39) 06 - 48 91 38 99
ASSOFERR – Associazione Operatori Ferroviari e (+39) 06 - 48 91 95 81 3 807
Intermodali, Via Panama 62, I - 00198 Roma segreteria@assoferr.it

Netherlands 
NVPG Nederlandse Vereniging Particuliere  (+31) 10 231 0231 1 949
Goederenwagens, Postbus 284 (+31) 10 231 0239
NL - 3190 AG Hoogvliet Rotterdam NVPG@trimodal-europe.nl

Members’ list
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  Telephone/Telefax/E-Mail N° of wagons

Poland *  8 141

Romania
AVP Asociatia Nationala e Detinatorilor de Vagoane (+40) 22 41 45 41 500
Particulare din Romania (+40) 22 41 45 41
Str. Plumbuita nr 65, sector 2 - Bucuresti nmorar@ermewa.ro

Slovakia
ZVKV Združeníe vlastníkov a prevádzkovatelov (+421) 33 - 5923 112 5 050
súkromných kolajových vozidiel – Jaroslav Miklánek  (+421) 33 - 5923 182
Stanična 7, SK - 91700 Trnava zvk@zelos.sk   

Spain   
FAPROVE – Asociación de Propietarios y Operadores  (+34) 91 458 60 34 5 213
de Vagones de España (+34) 91 458 87 57 
Alberto Alcocer, 46 – ático A, E - 28016 Madrid faprove@teleline.es

Sweden (+46) 416 - 162 66
SPF – Svenska Privatvagnföreningen (+46) 416 - 161 27 2 871
Sövde Gård, SE - 275 96 Sövde info@privatvagnar.com

Switzerland (+41) 44 - 491 15 95 
VAP – Verlader Anschlussgleise Privatgüterwagen (+41) 44 - 491 28 80 7 972
Postfach 31, CH - 8142 Uitikon/Zürich furrer.vap@bluewin.ch

United Kingdom
PWF – Private Wagon Federation Intl. Section (+44) 1279 - 843 487 4 408
“Homelea”, Westland Green, Little Hadham (+44) 1279 - 842 394
GB - Herts SG11 2AG geoffrey.pratt@btconnect.com
 
   

Total number of P-wagons affiliated to UIP as per 1st January 2009 158 401

* Number of Polish wagons of GATX, 
 which are represented in the UIP through VPI Austria

ˇ
ˇ
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Annual General Meetings

 President Secretary General

1950 Attisholz 17th/18th April U. Sieber W. Kesselring

1951 Attisholz 16th April U. Sieber W. Kesselring
1952 Venezia 17th April

1953 Carcassonne 28th May A. Doucet W. Kesselring
1954 Bruxelles 15th June
1955 Innsbruck 30th June

1956 München 11th May J. Stoclet W. Kesselring
1957 Rapallo 17th April
1958 Lugano 28th May

1959 Blois 22nd May W. Körfgen  W. Kesselring
1960 Wien 9th June
1961 Bruxelles 25th May  E.-J. Fert

1962 Madrid 18th May M. Rassini E.-J. Fert 
1963 Rotterdam 6th June
1964 Lausanne 29th May

1965 München 2nd Sept. G. Lagardelle E.-J. Fert
1966 Mogliano Veneto 7th June
1967 Stockholm 17th May

1968 Nice 24th June R. de Garnica E.-J. Fert
1969 Wien 6th June
1970 Knokke Zoute 5th June

1971 Den Haag 3rd June W. Körfgen E.-J. Fert
1972 London 15th June
1973 Madrid 17th May

1974 Hamburg 6th June J. de Bruyn E.-J. Fert
1975 Luzern 12th June
1976 Stockholm 17th June

1977 Ischia 31st May L. Devies  W. Suter
1978 Monte-Carlo 15th June
1979 Salzburg 21st June
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 President Secretary General

1980 Liège 19th June J.M.B. Gotch W. Suter
1981 Zürich 5th June
1982 Amsterdam 4th June

1983 Leeds Castle (Maidstone) 23rd June Ch. Schlegel W. Suter
1984 Düsseldorf 22nd June
1985 Benalmadena Costa (Malaga) 19th Sept.

1986 Stockholm 27th June H. Matthies  W. Suter
1987 Berlin 15th June
1988 Salzburg 16th June

1989 Santa Margherita Ligure 21st Sept. J.F.  Weerts W. Suter
1990 Amsterdam 14th June
1991 Bruxelles 27th Sept.  R. Janssen

1992 Cannes 1st Oct. G. Amblot R. Janssen
1993 Lugano 14th  Sept.
1994 Madrid 21st Sept.

1995 Knokke 20th Sept. J.F.  Weerts  R. Janssen
1996 Stockholm 5th Sept.
1997 Praha 4th Sept. 

1998 Baden-Baden 1st Oct. H. Sikora W. Gehrmann
1999 Herfordshire 24th Sept.
2000 Venezia 22nd Sept.  

2001 Sevilla 4th Oct. E. Fernández-Fernández W. Gehrmann
2002 Wien 27th Sept.   
2003 Lugano 19th Sept.

2004 Wiesbaden 30th Sept. Dr H. Fischer W. Gehrmann
2005 Bratislava 30th Sept.
2006 Ravello 29th Sept.

2007 Cannes 20th Sept. B. Dambrine W. Gehrmann
2008 Brugge 12th Sept. 
2009 Budapest 18th Sept. 
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Extract of UIP archives
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Evolution of number of P-wagons in the last 35 years
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